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Photovoltaic 
cells Energy distribution:

Excess electicity can 
be stored for future 
use or sold to utilities.

Energy use:
Electricity can 

be used as 
normal.

Energy inversion &
conditioning:
The energy is 
converted to 

electricity

Energy storage:
Electricity is sent 
to batteries to 
power a building.

Energy source:
Sunlight sends as 
much as 1,000 
watts per square 
meter of energy 
to the Earth's 
surface.

Energy conversion:
PV cells convert the 
sunlight to energy.

How photovoltaic solar panels work

Photovoltaic 
modules


