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September 13, 2007

Dear Parents/Guardians of Jefferson High School Students:


Being prepared for emergencies is a responsibility that the staff and administration of Jefferson High School and the Rockford Board of Education take very seriously.  Yesterday those preparations were put to the test when a group of students threatened the safety of others and created a sudden unstable situation by disregarding the directions of school personnel and City of Rockford police officers.  


The first consideration of every Jefferson staff member was and will continue to be the safety of our students.  School administrators and staff worked with police officers to complete an orderly evacuation of the school.  Additional personnel, including officials from the Administration Building and the Transportation Department, as well as the Rockford Police Department were on site to assist in the dismissal of students.  

Every effort was made to maintain an orderly school environment.  An investigation continues to ensure that students responsible for the disruption of the learning environment will receive appropriate disciplinary action.


Please be reminded that in an emergency situation, telephone lines may be busy as staff must respond to the emergency first.  Updates regarding any emergency situation will be posted on the District’s website at www.rps205.com.

As classes resumed today at their regularly scheduled times, we are certain that each of you shared our concern for student safety and security.  Please talk with your child to reassure him that the faculty and law enforcement officers are here to help each student feel safe.  It is also important to advise school personnel if the name or number of a family contact changes.  We thank you for working with us to keep our children safe.

Sincerely,

Linda Hernandez
Superintendent

Marcia Strothoff

Executive Director of Curriculum & Instruction

David Rossi

Jefferson High School, Interim Principal
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